«| By the King. 


A Proclamation for reſtraint of killing, dreſsing, and 


cating of Fleſn in Lent, or on Fiſh dayes, appointed by the 
Law, to be hereafter ſtrictly obſerued by all ſorts of people. 


Hereas diuers good Lawes and Statutes, haue heretofore , with 


great care and pꝛouidente been made and enacted foꝛ the due obſcruatr- 
9] on of Lent,and other dayes appointed foꝛ Fiſhdayes, alwel koꝛ the ſpa- 
ring and increaſe of Fleſh victuall, as foꝛ the maintenance of the $2a- 
ute & Shipping of this Realine, by the encouragement of Fiſhermen 
to goe to the Seas foꝛ the taking of Fiſh; which Lawcs,and politique 
Conſtitutions, haue from time to tin been letouded and quickened by 
ſundzy Pꝛoclamations, and other Actes and O2dinances of State in 
THO NY . the times ok Our Royall Pzcdeceſtozs ; And whereas, notwüthſtand⸗ 
ung lo many good pꝛouilions heretofoꝛe had and made in that kinde, 


P3c aut obſerued, thac che mozdinace liberty vlually taken by all ſo2ts of people, to kil, dꝛeſſe and 
cate Fleſh in the Lent ſeaſon, and on other dapes and times prohibited, is become ſomuettrate 
ai cuul, that it will require moꝛe then ozdinary care to ſuppꝛelle the ſame. 

Wee therefoꝛe, much affecting the rekoꝛmation of ſo great t growing an cull, whith is fo great 
an enempto the plenty of this Dur Bingdome, Haue thought fit thus tiniciy, (the better to 
take away all pꝛetences of excuſe) to expꝛeſſe Dur lelfe and Our Ropall Commandement inthis 
behalfe: Whereof without future declaration of Our pleaſure in this kinde, Wee ſhall expett, and 
doe require from all Dur Subiects, that due notice be taken, and that a ſtrict and continued obe⸗ 
diente and tonfoꝛmity be peelded thereunto, both foꝛthe pꝛeſent, and in all ſucceding times. 

And thereto:e Wee doe ſtraitly charge and command all and cuery perſon and perſons whats 
ſoeuer to whom it may appertaine, carefully to pꝛouide aud lee, that theſe Oꝛders following may 
be duely obſcrued and put in execution, vpon paine of Our high dilplealure, and ſuch penalties, as 
by the Lawes of this Our Realme may be inflicted vpon the Offenders, foꝛ their contempt oz 
neglect of Us and Dur Lawes, whereof wee ſhall ſhew Our Selfe moſt lenſible. 

And firſt, whereas we find, that the chiefeſt cauſe of cheſe diloꝛders hath growen from the Lt- 
cences that haue been granted to Butchers, to kill and vtter Flell) contrary to Taw, And that by 
Our Tawes, no Matoꝛ, Juſtice of Peate, oꝛ other perſon of what degree 62 quality ſoeuer, can 
grant any Ltcencein this kinde; And that the Loꝛds and others of Our Puy Councell, doe by 
ur direction foꝛbeare to grant the ſame. oz giue way thereunto; Our will and pleaſure ts, vpon 
the penalties pꝛouided by Law,and ſuch furtherpumſhment to be inflicted vpon the offenders, as 
ſhallbe thought meete, that no ſuch Licence ſhall bee granted fo2 the killing oꝛ vttering of Fleſh; 
And, that no Butcher, oz other perſon whatloeuer, doe by colour thercof, Kill, vtter, oꝛ put to ſale 
any Fleſh contrary tothe Lawes eſtabliſhed and pꝛonided in that behalfe. 

And foꝛ the auoiding of ſuch inconuemences hereafter , Our wille pleaſure is, That the Loꝛd 
Mato; of Our Citie of London, and euery other Officer and Juſtice of peate ſhali tau befoꝛethem, 
and lend foꝛ any okthe leruants of any J nholders,Uictualers, Cooks, Alehouſekeepers, Tauer- 
ners and keepers of Oꝛdinary tables, #ſuch others that vtter Uictuals, æ to examine them vpon 
their coꝛpoꝛall Oathes, what Fleſh is. oꝛ hath been during the Lent ſeaſon, oꝛ other daies pꝛohi⸗ 
bited by the Law, dꝛeſſed, killed, vttered. ozeaten in their houles, which if they ſhall refuſe to doe, 
then to comnutto pꝛilon the laid ſeruants lo refuſing vpon their Oathes to declare the trueth. 


That the Loꝛd Maioz ſhall alſo yeerely befoꝛe Lent,oz at the beginning thereof cauſe all In⸗ 
holders, keepers of Dzdinary tables, Uictuallers, Alehoule-keepers,# Tauerners within the Ct- 
tie and Liberties thereof,to appeare befoze him, oz ſuch perlons as he ſhall appoint mect foꝛ that 
purpole; And hal take Recognizances with ſufficient Sureticsofeuery of them in good ſummes 
of money,(viz.)One hundꝛed pounds ofthe Pꝛincipal, aud their Dureties thirty pounds apiete, to 
Dur ple, not to dꝛeſſe any Fleſh in their houſes in the Lent time oꝛ at other times pꝛohibited, foz 
any relpett, noꝛ ſuffer it to be eaten contrary to Law. The like Netogntzance with Surcties, hal 
be taken ofthe like parties vpon like penalties by the Juſtices of peace of Our City of Weltminlter, 
and the Libertiesthereof, c euery ot the ſaid Retogutzantes to be certified into Our Exchequer. 

And fo2 the Butchers, and others that come with Uictuall oz Fleſh out of the Countrep into 
the Citie, Dur pleaſure is, That the Lozd Maioz ſhall cauſe certaine perſons to watch at the 
Gates aud other like places in the Suburbs. where Fleſh may be bꝛought, to view e ſearch, and 
to interceptthe ſame: And if any of thoſe Watchmen ſhall be found negligent and cozrupt in his 
Charge, then he to be committed to paſon during the whole Lent, | 

Aud to the end that Fiſhermen may implop themlelues to Sea with better incouragement 
then beretofoze, and that the Fiſhmongers may furniſh themſelues with fuch ſtoꝛe from time to 
time hereafter , as ſhall be expedient , aſwell foz the pꝛoniſion ofthe City, as foꝛ ſelling the ſame 
at reaſonable Rates; We will that they take notice of thrs Dur Commandement,# conſtant reſo- 
[ation fo2 obſcruance of Lent, æ Fiſh-dayes, bothnow and hereaitcr , as by Law is required. 

And furtizermoz2e,as Wee thinke it fit, that euery man ſhould be a rulc of oꝛder and abſtinence in 
is owue houle alwellin reſpect of the publique, as of his pꝛiuate caſe and benefit: Do We ſtraitip 
charge and tommand all Inholders, keepers of Oꝛdinarp tables, UMictuallers, Alehoulſe keepers, 
and Tauerners, not to make any Supper foꝛ any perſon oz perſons whatſoeucr, vpon Friday 
mahts eicher in Lent oz out of Lent, noꝛ to ſuffer any meate to be then dꝛeſſed, vttered, ſold oꝛ ca- 
teu iu their houſes, vpon paine of fuch puniſhment, as is due to thoſe that ſhall contemne Our 

Nopall pleaſure and Commandement. | 

And fozalmuch as vpon further aduite and conſideration had, that the reſtraint of killing and 
dꝛeſling of Fleſh is no ſufficient remedy foꝛ the milchiefe, vnleſſe there be better care alſo taken to 
ſuppꝛieſſe the vnlawfull and inoꝛdinate eating of Fleſh in the time of Lent,and on other dates and 
tines pꝛohibited. wherwith Our Subiects haue accuſtomed theinſclues, rather foꝛ delicacie then 
fo: neceſſity , It is therefoze Our Royall will and pleaſure,and actoꝛdingly We doe hereby ſtrait⸗ 
ly pꝛohibit and foꝛbid all Pur Subtects, of what degree 02quality ſocuer within this Realme, to 
cate any maner of Fleſh in y time of Lent, oꝛ on other daies now vſi:ally obſerued as Fiſh-daies, 
without aſpectall Licence firſt obtained from the Biſhop of the Dioteſſe, oz ſuch other as by the 

Law haue power to giue Licencein that behalfe, aud accoꝛding to Dur Lawes in that caſe pꝛonui⸗ 
ded, ( which we will and command ſhall be lparingly granted and in caſes of neceſſity oncly)vpon 
paine of Our high diſpleaſure, and to bee pꝛoteeded againſt by Our Attournep generall in Our 
Court of Star-Lhamber.as contemners of our Royall Commandement, and vpon ſuch further 
penalties, as by the Lawes and Statutes of Our Realine map bee inklicted on thoſe that (hall 
wilfully offend in this kinde, 

And as thele Oꝛders are to be exetuted in Our City of London, and plates neere to the ſame, ſo it 
is Our expꝛeſſe pleaſure and Commandement , That Pur Juſtices of Peace in all Shires with 
in their Rule,x all other Maioꝛs, Bailikes, and chiefe Offiters in Towns Coꝛpoꝛate oꝛ in any Li- 
berties within their Pzecincts,ſhal cauſe the ſame to be oblerued and perfoꝛmed in like maner; and 
that no maner of Toleration, Fauour , oꝛ Conninencie be vſed by any Juſtice of Peace, oꝛ other 
Officer,contrary to the true meaning ofthis Our Pꝛotlamation, as both they that ſhall pꝛeſume 
wittingly lo to tolerate the offence, as alſo the party himſclfe offending, will anſwere the ſame at 
their vttermoſt perils : Dur Commandement being, That Our Lawes in this caſe ſhalbe here⸗ 
after ſeucrely executed vpon all Offenders whatſoeuer: 

Further charging and commanding the Loꝛd Maioꝛ of Our City of London, the Juſtices of 
Allile in their ſcuera!l Cirtnits the Matozs andthe chiefe Oſticers of all other Cities t; Townes 
co2pozate, Juſtices ofPcace,Lo2ds of Liberties, and all other Officers and miniſters within the 
ſeuerall Counties ot this Our Realme, that they and euery of them fully obey this Our plea- 
lure, and cauſe and tompel the ſame to be obeyed and executed by others as they will anlwerethe 
contrary at their vttermoſt perils. 

And foꝛ the due exetution ofthe pzenuſſesinall other the Counties ot this Our Realme,afwel 
as in Our Cities of London ànd Weſtminſter, Me doe hereby ſtraitly charge and command all Our 
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Jaſtices of Peace within the ſame Counties, aſwell within Liberties as without, That yeerely, 
and euerp yeere hereafter befoze Lent,they cauſe to come andappearebefozethem,all Inholders, 
Cookes, Tauerners, Alehoule-keepers,2Sutchers,x others Utciuallers whatſoener,# to require 
ann take of them to Our ble, ſeuerall Recoguzances, with Sureties, foꝛ obſeruation of the pꝛe⸗ 
miſſcs, (v:7.3 The Pꝛintipals in ten Pounds aud their two Sureties in fine pounds apiece: And if 
they ihall refuſe oꝛ neglect to enter into ſuch Recognizances, then the ſaid Juſtices ſhall luppꝛeſle 
ſuch perſons lo refuſing, from victualling any moꝛe, and (hall alſo cauſe them fozthwith to become 
bound by Recognzance with Sureties to Dur vie, (viz.) The Pꝛincipals in twenty pounds, and 
their two Sureties in ten pounds apiece, not to victuall, oz ſell 25cere o2 Ale from thencetoozth; 
Which if they (hall refuſe to doe, then the ſaid Juſtices to tommit to pꝛiſon all ſuch perſons ſo re⸗ 
kuſing to enter into ſuch Recognizances, vutill they ſhall lubmit themſelues, and become bound, 
as afo:eſaid. And further, foꝛ ail ſuch Jnholders, Cookes, Tauerners. Alehouſe keepers, But⸗ 
chers and other Uictuallers, as (hail not appeare befoꝛe the laid Juſtices, as akoꝛelaid, That they 
mapümmediatlp ſend foꝛth their uaarrauts, oꝛ grant Pꝛoceſſe againſt them, and euerp of them fo 
making default, to appcare and auſwere their contempt at the next general Seſſions of the Peace. 

Aud incther,fo2 the moꝛe due puntchment of Inholders, keepers of Oꝛdinarp tables, Cookes, 
Enters, Gictuallers, Alehouſe-itcepers, Tauerners, and ſuch like, who ſhall fozfeit their Recog- 
1 antes by Killing oꝛ dꝛeſſing of Flesh, oz ſuffering it to be eaten in their houles in the Lent tinie, 
aid other Fily-Daycs: And to the end that the lame may be as well taken in due foꝛme of Law, as 
ducip teriinied into Our Exchequer, 1837 doe will and require all Juſtices of Peace, alweill Within 
Y.therfies as without, That at ſuch imes as thepſhallmeete within their ſerierail Diuiſtons, 
foꝛthe taking of ſuc!) KNecognzances, that they giue notite to the Clerkes of the Peate, oꝛ their de⸗ 
puties, ta attend tht in; foꝛ that purpoſe. Of whom we willrequtre a ſtcit attompt foz the Legall 
taking and returning of the ſame Recogimnzan.es into Our lapd Exchequer: The laid Clerkes 
of the Peace and their Deputies, taking foꝛ the making and ccreifying ol the lame Recognizances 
of all Inkeepers, Tauerners, Cookes, and Butchers the Fee of two ſhillings ſixe pence, and of all 
Alehoule keepers the Fee of twelue pence, as is limited to be taken by the Clerke of the Peace fo? 
Our County of Middleſex fo2 enery ſuch Recognzance,andno moꝛe. 

And laſtly, fo: that the Fiſhmongers(vpon the obſeruation of the afoꝛeſaid Oꝛders) may per⸗ 
haps takeoccalionthereby,to inhante the pꝛites, alwel of Freſh,as of Sea Jiſh, we doe therefoze 
hereby further charge andcommand all Filhmongers whatſoeuer,That they ſell and vtter their 
Filh at moderate and vſuall rates and pꝛices; And that all Juſtices of Peace, Maioꝛs, Bailiffes, 
and other our Officers, as well within Liberties as without, to whom it ſhall appertaine, ſhall 
from timeto time take ſuch oꝛder With the ſaid Fiſhmongers, that Our Subiects be not grieued 
by any ſuch enhancement oꝛ increaſe of pꝛices vpon Fiſh, vpon paine of Our high diſpleaſure, and 
ſuch further puniſhmentas may be inflicted vpon them by Dur Lawes. 


Glu-n at Our Court at White. Hall, the fourteenth day of Ianuary, inthe firſt yecreof Our Reigne of Great 
Britaine, France and Ireland. 


God ſaue che Ring. 
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